
The Council

The Council comprises 15 independent members from 
the worlds of education, research and innovation, who 
are responsible for making recommendations to the 
Federal Council. The Council members are appointed 
by the Federal Council for a four-year term of office.

From left to right: Prof. Dr. Fariba Moghaddam, Prof. Dr. Bruno Colbois, 
Prof. Dr. Gerd Folkers (President), Prof. em. Dr. Wolf Linder, Prof. Dr. Sara 
Irina Fabrikant, Prof. Dr. Gabriel Aeppli, Prof. Dr. Jane Royston, Prof. Dr. 
Mirjam Christ-Crain, Prof. Wilma Minoggio, Prof. Dr. Susanne M. Gasser, 
Prof. Dr. Franz Schultheis (Vice President), Prof. Dr. Dominique Foray, 
Prof. Dr. Hans-Joachim Böhm, Prof. Dr. Jean-Marc Triscone. Missing: 
Prof. Dr. Verena Briner, Prof. Dr. Stefan Catsicas (corresponding member)

Our publications

The SSC’s publications take a more in-depth look at 
relevant topics from research policy and innovation 
policy. Publications can be downloaded from our web-
site. Here are some examples:

Notions of health and disease in the digital age 
(Policy analysis 1/2019)
Policy analysis and recommendations by the Swiss Science Council SSC

Social selectivity (Policy analysis 3/2018)
Recommendations by the Swiss Science Council SSC. Expert report by Rolf Becker and Jürg Schoch 
commissioned by the SSC

The growth of science: Implications for the evaluation and funding 
of research in Switzerland (Policy analysis 2/2018)
Policy analysis and recommendations by the Swiss Science Council SSC. Empirical analysis by 
B. Hendriks, M. Reinhart and C. Schendzielorz, German Centre for Higher Education Research and 
Science Studies (DZHW), Berlin

Citizen Science: Expert report, Democracy and Public Participation 
(Policy analysis 1/2018)
Recommendations of the Swiss Science Council SSC. Prof. Bruno Strasser, University of Geneva, 
and Prof. Muki Haklay, University College London, on behalf of the SSC

Notions of disruption (Exploratory study 3/2017)
A collection of exploratory studies written and commissioned by the Swiss Science and Innovation 
Council SSIC

Open Access from the point of view of authors/researchers 
(SSIC Report 10/2015)
SSIC Theses and recommendation

Innovation and Public Promotion of Innovation (SSIC Report 8/2015)
Report and recommendations produced by the Swiss Science and Innovation Council SSIC

More SSC publications under: 
www.wissenschaftsrat.ch/en/publications-ssc

Our services

E-Press: App and mailing
One task of an independent advisory body is to keep abreast of debates and discussions in 
the media. The SSIC provides an ‘E-Press’ service providing four times a week an overview 
of the main news on education, research and innovation via a personalised app or email. 
Both are fully accessible to federal employees.

You can register for both the app and email at: swr@swr.admin.ch

Blog
In the SSC blog, the members of Council regularly comment on the latest developments in 
Swiss education, research and innovation policy and related topics. In addition, selected 
guests are invited to write posts on the blog. We also welcome comments from our readers.

You can find the blog at: http://blog.wissenschaftsrat.ch/ 

Swiss Science 
Council SSC
We are committed to the continuous 
improvement of education, research 
and innovation in Switzerland.

The Swiss Science Council advises the federal govern- 
ment in all matters relating to science, higher edu-
cation, research and innovation policy. The aim of its 
work is to ensure the ongoing optimisation of a frame-
work in which education, research and innovation in 
Switzerland can develop and thrive. The SSC is an au-
tonomous advisory body to the Federal Council which 
adopts a long-term view of the whole education, 
research and innovation system.

You can read more about our mission at: 
www.wissenschaftsrat.ch/en/

Our mission
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Working programme
For each term of office, the SSC draws up a working programme in line with the po-
litical agenda of the State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation SERI 
containing the Council’s priority tasks and activities. The SSC maintains a degree of 
flexibility so that it is able to respond to enquiries that may be made by the Federal 
Council at any time. It also contributes to political consultations on matters relating 
to education, research and innovation.

The 2016 −2019 working programme has the following four components: 

Policy 
topics

Evaluations

Prior work of the Council

Overarching 
themes

The overarching themes of the 2016–2019 period are:

You can find out more about the current working programme at:
www.wissenschaftsrat.ch/en/programme

A sustainable 
university and 

higher education 
landscape

Disruptive 
change in economy 

and society by 
technology and 

other drivers

Contours of the 
human in health 

and disease

Evaluations
In its role as an independent advisory body to the Federal Council, the SSC is com-
missioned by the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research 
EAER to periodically assess Swiss research policy and innovation promotion policy. 
To this end, it conducts evaluations, appraisals of multi-year plans and impact 
assessments. In conjunction with the Council’s recommendations, the results of 
these assessments provide a basis for developing the quality of science in Switzer-
land.

By addressing overarching themes and analysing policy topics in parallel, the SSIC 
is able to establish a dynamic interaction between the two activities (see red ar-
rows). The Council’s work on policy topics influences the evaluations, appraisals and 
impact assessments, which themselves are based on prior work of the Council (see 
green arrows).

Contact
Swiss Science Council SSC
Secretariat
Einsteinstrasse 2
CH-3003 Bern

T 0041 (0)58 463 00 48
F 0041 (0)58 463 95 47

swr@swr.admin.ch
www.wissenschaftsrat.ch
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 «Understanding and education, coupled with know- 
ledge and training, must be among the core elements 
of Switzerland’s academic and research environment 
in order for it to be able to meet future challenges.»
Prof. Dr. Gerd Folkers, President SSC
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